
Choosing Books to Promote Sentence Diversity 

Recommendations 

1. Look for books with simple pictures and simple text.  These kinds of books 

support talking with your child about the book rather than simply reading the text 

to your child. 

  

2. Look for books that expose your child to a variety of action words or descriptive 

words. Most books for young children emphasize names for things or pre-

academic concepts like colors, shapes, letters, and numbers.  Although names 

and basic concepts are important, these words alone are primarily used to 

“label.” To share comments and ask questions about the world around them, 

children need other kinds of words too.  

 

3. Look for books that describe the actions, states, or properties of a main 

character.  For toddlers, simple stories that emphasize the character’s actions 

within a familiar activity may be particularly good (e.g., bath time, playtime, 

bedtime). 

 

4. Look for ‘touch and feel’ books that have a variety of textures on the pages.  

‘Touch and feel’ books are ideal for helping your child make the connection 

between properties of objects and the words that describe them.  Ideally, the 

book would include a variety of properties such as soft, rough, squishy, or furry.  

 

5. Look for books that describe actions, states, or properties of individual subjects 

(e.g., dog, cat, truck, ball) rather than groups (e.g., dogs, cats, trucks, balls).  

Developmentally, children are more likely to comment on the actions, states, or 

properties of single things before groups. 

 

6. Look for books that tell a story, rather than books that repeat the same question 

and answer routine.  Storybooks provide more examples of sentences with 

different words.  
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